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This document highlights case number thresholds and 
zero denominators submissions. 
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Minimum Case Threshold Exemption 

The revisions to the Stage 2 EHR incentive program final rule adopted a minimum case number threshold exemption for quality 
measure reporting for eligible hospitals and CAHs available in fiscal year 2013.   As a result of this change, eligible hospitals and 
CAHs with five or fewer inpatient discharges in their 90-day period of Meaningful Use, or 20 or fewer inpatient discharges per 
year if reporting a full year of Meaningful Use, in a given clinical quality measure (CQM) denominator population will be 
exempted from reporting on that individual CQM. 

 

The threshold that you have to meet is defined by the CQM’s denominator population, so those discharges have to apply for the 
population that is being captured in the denominator, and it applies on the CQM-by-CQM basis. So just because you meet the 
threshold for one CQM doesn’t mean you’re automatically excluded from others.  

 



Minimum Case Threshold Exemption 

For example, if the hospital submitted aggregate population and sample size data reflecting 4 stroke patients 
discharged in FY 2013, then the hospital would be exempt from reporting the CQMs that include stroke 
patients as part of the denominator population (that is, the 7 stroke CQMs out of the total 15 CQMs). 
Therefore, this hospital would successfully meet the CQM reporting requirements in FY 2013 if they submit 
the 8 remaining CQMs. If a hospital does not reach the case threshold for all 15 CQMs, the hospital would be 
exempt from reporting all CQMs. 

 

To be eligible for the exemption, Medicare-eligible hospitals and CAHs must use the same process outlined in 
the Stage 2 final rule (see 77 FR 54080), including submitting aggregate population and sample size counts for 
Medicare and non-Medicare discharges as defined by the CQM's denominator population for the EHR 
reporting period no later than November 30 after the end of the fiscal year containing the EHR reporting 
period (for example, November 30, 2013 for the hospital's EHR reporting period that occurs in FY 2013). 
Medicaid-only hospitals, including children's hospitals, must report this same information to the state to 
which they attest, in a manner specified by that state.  Sample size data are not required for electronically 
submitted CQMs. 

 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-12-07/html/2012-29607.htm 
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The case threshold exemption is not a requirement 

 

Hospitals can just report the measure results anyway and not use the exemption. The impetus for this policy 
was for the more specialized hospitals (such as children’s hospitals or cancer hospitals) that rarely, if ever, 
have patients that would fit the denominator criteria of some of the CQMs. 

 

However, we chose not to limit it to those specific types of hospitals but rather set the criteria for when it was 
allowable to use the exemption since other types of hospitals may find themselves able to use the exemption. 

Minimum Case Threshold Exemption 



Question: Is it acceptable to report zero for a denominator? 

 

Answer: Yes, if they have zero patients that fit the denominator criteria during the reporting period they are 
using, they can report a zero denominator. 

 

(NOTE: The Hospital would still need a CEHRT that is certified for each of the CQMs for which they report zero 
denominators).  

 

[CQM-805] Case Number Thresholds vs Zero Denominators 

 

Zero Denominators 

http://www.acmeware.com/help/documents/Case Number Thresholds vs Zero Denominators.pdf
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